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which proved to be an increase in charges for the Herald and
a reduction for the Associated Press.
Strangely enough, George's employer did not protest, and
the young newspaperman fought the dragon of monopoly
alone in New York. "Let no man living impose on you/3 he re-
membered. He managed to reach high officers of Western Union,
to whom he protested that the discrimination in service meant
the crushing of Ms newspaper, but Ms protests were in vain.
His failure prompted him to write a report to Eastern news-
papers. Only one, the New Jork Herald, published it. This ex-
posure of monopoly again failed to sway Western Union, and
the San Francisco paper's telegraph news service had to be
curtailed so much that competition with its Associated Press
rivals became impossible.9 At this juncture Henry George said
good-by to his family in the East and at the end of May returned
to San Francisco.
The six months on the Atlantic coast had meant failure and
defeat. Yet they shaped the course of his life. His bitter experi-
ence at earning a living in bountiful California was bad enough,
but he had found conditions even worse in the East. In these
crowded cities where material development was far advanced
and where, closer to the culture of Europe, there had been fifty
years more of "civilization" than there had been on the Pacific
frontier, Henry George felt that wealth should be more abun-
dant. Yet men begged and sweatshops flourished in the very
shadow of magnificent churches and luxurious homes.
Indeed, the contrast was inescapable. While in the West a few
controlled vast tracts of rich soil and aflFected the lives of a mi-
nority who toiled on those wide lands, in the East a similarly
privileged group owned less acreage but wielded unbelievable
power over a majority crowded into the great cities. Prominent
in this New York City group were the Astors, Goelets, Living-
stons, and Rhinelanders; the Trinity Church Corporation,
mulcting the very people to whom it doled charity; and the
Sailor's Snug Harbor Foundation, financing its benevolences
to a few old seamen by extracting high rents from landsmen.
If in the West sudden fortunes were made and lost in mining
adventures, in the East fortunes were made and lost in WaU
Street. Henry George saw in this a form of gambling more per-
nicious in its effect than that which centered around the digging
for metals, and lacking its virtues. In California were the "Big